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Prospectus

Information about the school

e William Davis School was founded in 1991 and moved to the current site in 1993

e The building has a long history opening in 1900 as a School Board for London (SBL) school —
Wood Close Primary School ( see below)

e We are a one form entry

e Qur school performance data for the years ending July 2023 is at or above national and local
in Reception, Yr 1 and Yr 6.

e We had a strong ‘Good’ OFSTED — November 2019. We have a new and effective Curriculum
Offer acknowledged by Ofsted when they visited in November 2019

e \We are a Lead School for CUSP hosting visits from school leaders.

We are a member of the E1 Partnership of schools. We run: curriculum projects, the E1

Scholars programme, the E1 Pupil Parliament, parenting programmes and sporting events

We aspire to be a Restorative School, we believe that strong relationships matters

We were awarded the Accord Inclusivity Award in 2021

We are part of the Roots of Empathy programme ( 2023-24)

We are a Nurture UK school (training 2022-23)

We have achieved Gold Healthy Schools Awards: Healthy Lunchtimes, Leyton Orient, the

Daily Mile and Lunchtime Ambassadors

e We have achieved Silver Healthy Schools Award: Sugar Smart, Healthy Lunchtimes, Leyton
Orient, the Daily Mile and Lunchtime Ambassadors

e We have achieved the Bronze Healthy Schools Award

e We completed the EqualiTeach Free to Be Me project

e We have a Personal Development Record (PDR) scheme to help to develop our children to
be active citizens

e We collaborate in shared projects in the community: Museum of the Home and the Sundial
Centre

1900 - 1950 — Edwardian to Post War Bethnal Green
...Wood Close SBL (School Board for London) School was buift in 1900, that's your school!

Thomas Jerram Bailey was the architect that designed and
oversaw the building of your school which was completed in
1900
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William Davis Primary School Mission
Our mission is:
To develop and nurture all children to be happy, safe and confident with a passion for learning.

William Davis Primary School Rationale
We believe:
in quality educational experiences
in setting high expectations for all children
that a teacher is a teacher for all children
that education is about the whole child not just about academic success
that all children can go on to do great things if they are given the right, inspiring experiences
that children should be taught to be effective communicators at is an essential skill for life

William Davis Primary School Vision

We want our children:

to be strong and effective communicators

to be active participators,

to be critical thinkers

to be participate in sustained shared thinking

to enjoy challenge and to challenge each other

to be physically healthy and to have healthy habits
to be respectful and responsible

to be aspirational as learners

We want our staff:

to be energised, engaged, enabled, excited,

to be passionate and inspired in their teaching

to be knowledgeable about learners and skilled in planning
to work effectively as a team with strong relationships

We want our parents and carers:
to have excellent parenting skills

We want William Davis School:
to be integral to our local community.
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Excerpts from the OFSTED feedback November 2019:

What is it like to attend this school?

This is a friendly, happy school where pupils feel safe, welcome and included. Each
morning leaders and teachers greet pupils, parents and carers warmly, ready to listen to
any questions or concerns that they may have. Parents are very positive about the school.
One parent summed up the views of many: ‘| am proud to say to others my children
attend William Davis.’

Leaders and teachers expect pupils to work hard and play nicely together. Pupils come to
school regularly, arrive on time and are ready to learn. Whether in class, in the
playground or out and about around the school, pupils know the rules and follow them.
Pupils said that there is hardly any bullying. If it happens, they can tell a teacher and the
teacher deals with it.

Leaders make sure that pupils learn to communicate well. In lessons pupils have good
opportunities for developing speaking and listening skills. Pupils speak with confidence
and clarity about their school, their work and their likes and dislikes.

Leaders also make sure that pupils benefit from learning outside school. Pupils’
knowledge deepens through visits to interesting places and meeting invited visitors.

What does the school do well

Teachers teach phonics every day. These lessons help the youngest pupils gain the
knowledge they need to develop early reading skills. Teachers support parents to help
their children to read. This includes tips for checking understanding of new words and
ideas for making up stories together. Teachers make sure that any pupil at risk of falling
behind is given extra help to keep up with their phonics.

Older pupils can read more difficult books with ease. Pupils in Year 4 discussed the
character Kate in ‘The Suitcase Kid'. They were keen to find clues in the story as to
whether Kate was ‘kind’, ‘bossy’ or ‘selfish’. Year 4 pupils also enjoyed practising their
research skills. They were fully absorbed in finding out about animals and ancient tribes
living in the rainforest and risks to the rainforest environment.

Teachers plan carefully so that pupils become budding historians or scientists. In history,
Year 3 pupils worked together to answer big questions such as ‘Why were pyramids built?’
They read and considered clues showing genuine curiosity. Pupils in Year 6 understood

the consequences of bombing raids during the Second World War. One pupil reflected,
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‘...both sides suffered a lot.” In science Year 1 pupils learned how to classify animals and
identify different body parts.

Pupils with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND) learn alongside their
peers in all subjects. They receive the help they need to learn in smaller, more
manageable steps. Leaders also make sure that pupils who are disadvantaged do not fall
behind. These pupils are achieving well and in line with their peers.

Teachers take advantage of the school’s proximity to educational places of interest. Each
half term all classes enjoy visits to London’s museums, art galleries and even further
afield to the seaside.

Leaders make sure that rare instances of bullying or low-level disruption are swiftly
addressed. Pupils know the rules and abide by them. Some pupils are trained as
‘Restorative Ambassadors’. They are proud of their role in helping others manage
disagreements before they become more serious. One ambassador told me, ‘It’s a big
responsibility but we are glad we have been picked to do it.

Behaviour and Relationships

William Davis is a Restorative school. We believe in the importance of strong relationships as
they are the foundation of a school having high quality teaching and learning. Our Behaviour
Policy can be found on the website.

Admissions
The school roll is 236 pupils

Nursery* 21 full time places
10 part time places

Reception 30 full time places

Key Stage 1 30 (Year 1)
30 (Year 2)

Key Stage 2 30 (Year 3)
30 (Year 4)
30 (Year 5)
30 (Year 6)
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*Full and part time places may change depending on the number of applications made for full
time places.

Admissions Procedure

Welcome to William Davis School

If you are interested in applying for a place in Nursery or Reception or you are hoping to move
your child from another school, please ring the school office on 020 7739 1511. We will arrange
for the headteacher to call you. We would like to tell you about William Davis School, our
curriculum offer and our values; we would like to tell you what we think is special about William
Davis School.

How to apply for a place at William Davis Primary School.

Nursery

Starting Nursery

If you would like a nursery place, you must submit an online application to Tower Hamlets. You
should apply online at www.eadmissions.org.uk. When you have completed and submitted your
application you will receive an instant email confirmation. Please check the website for details
Nursery admissions 2024.

For guidance on completing an online application, please see Appendix B of the Starting Nursery
in Tower Hamlets brochure. To find out how to apply for a nursery place for other than a
September start i.e. January or April, please contact Pupil Services on 020 7364 5006. Please
visit the Tower Hamlets Nursery Admissions page for more information.

Part-time and full-time funding

All parents are entitled to 15 hours per week i.e. a part-time place, of free early years education
for 38 weeks each year from the start of the school term after their child’s third birthday until
the child reaches compulsory school age i.e. the term after their fifth birthday. An additional
free 15 hours per week, i.e. a full-time place, will be available for families where both parents
are working (or the sole parent is working). Typically each parent must earn at least the national
minimum or living wage for 16 hours a week and less than £100,000 a year to be eligible. For
more information on eligibility talk to Shahista in our office.
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Once your child has been offered a part-time place, you may request a full-time place from your
nursery. Full-time places will be subject to availability and will depend on the eligibility criteria
outlined in the previous paragraph.

Download a copy of the Starting Nursery in Tower Hamlets brochure from the Tower Hamlets
School Admissions website.

Reception

Parents must apply to the Admissions Department at London Borough of Tower Hamlets for
places in Reception. See Tower Hamlets School Admissions website for more information on
the application process: Primary school admissions .

Starting Reception

Pupils usually start primary school in the September following their fourth birthday. You must
complete an application for a reception place, even if your child is already attending the school's
nursery. You must apply via the Eadmissions App.

Before you apply

The Starting Primary School in Tower Hamlets brochure is available online and contains all the
information you need on applying for your child's reception place. You can also get a copy from
William Davis School or by contacting the Pupil Services team on 020 7364 5006.

How to apply

You must apply online, please visit the Eadmissions App. Applying online for your child's
reception place is a simple process and you can easily make changes to your application up until
the closing date.
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William Davis Staff Team

Head teacher Annika Eadie
Deputy Head Charlotte Barrington
Asst Head Siobhan Freeman

SENCO/Inclusion

Admin Officer

School Business Manager
Admin & IT Assistant

Ass. Premises Manager

Claudia Wesse

Forida Aktar/ Bhumi Patel
Shahista Chaiwalla
Rdhwan Hussain

Martin Appiah Danquah

Speech Therapist Sophie Harvey
Child Counsellor Vivien Glasser
Class teacher- Nurs Sharmin Aktar
Class teacher — Rec Rehana Khan

Class teacher - Year 1
Class teacher - Year 2
Class teacher — Year 3
Class teacher - Year 4

Sumayya Khanom

Andrew Simankowicz

Shamima Raihan/ Claudia Wesse
Tashrifa Aktar / Tahmina Goni

Class teacher — Year 5 Matthew Price
Class Teacher - Year 6 Michael Demuro
PPA Cover teacher Kate Wheeler

ICT Technician Chris Lyons (Levett)
Nursery Nurse Syeeda Khanom
Sports Coach Russell Viegas
Attendance Welfare Officer Lina Rahman

Farmina Motassir
Siddiga Wadud

Teaching Assistant
Teaching Assistant

Teaching Assistant Rubina Yasmin
Teaching Assistant Fateha Ali
Teaching Assistant Sarah Conn
Teaching Assistant Amina Khatun
Teaching Assistant Naheedah Akthar
Teaching Assistant Shafia Hussein

Fareha Rahman
Najache Koriche/ Lina Bahar

Teaching Assistant
Teaching Assistant

Teaching Assistant Collette Brown
Teaching Assistant Joseph Dadson
Teaching Assistant Ubar Osman
Teaching Assistant Nada Takkal
Cleaner Hyacinth Morris
Cleaner Safia Ismail
Cleaner Amina Mohamud
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The Curriculum

All subjects are taught in line with the National Curriculum requirements,

The core subjects are:

e Maths
e English
e Science

The foundation subjects are:

Computing

History

Geography

Art and Design

Music

Physical Education

Design and Technology

Languages- French is taught in Years 3-6

Religious Education is a compulsory subject.
We also make provision for Personal, Social, Health and Economic Education (PSHE).

Nursery and Reception Curriculum
The Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum is based on the following areas of learning:

Communication and Language

Knowledge and Understanding of the World
Physical Development

Creative Development

Personal, Social and Emotional Development
Maths

Literacy
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Curriculum Offer (Yrs 1-6) Our Key Drivers

The school has implemented a new curriculum to teach the foundation subjects. The curriculum
is taught through topics linked to literacy texts. The curriculum has two key drivers:

e Communication
e Experiences ( hands on learning)

Communication

The school will identify opportunities within each learning day to develop communication skills;
we believe that these are essential for children to be successful. This is our vison for excellent
communication:

To be a successful communicator we need to:

. use topic and subject words and phrases.

. speak in full sentences

. use a wide vocabulary

J use talk to develop our ideas with a partner or group

) use talk to solve problems and be creative

] be an excellent listener

. talk confidently and clearly in a range of situations and to different audiences

. be polite and respectful and listen and respond to all adults and children

. know how to use our body to communicate well (eye contact, facial expressions and
gesture)

. be good at explaining how we are feeling

J be good at resolving problems with other children using the Restorative questions

Experiences

Throughout the year we plan trips and activities to support the learning through first hand
experience. When required, we apply for free tube tickets so that the cost is reduced, however
the school often has to pay entrance charges/ costs of activities and so we do ask parents to
make a contribution.

William Davis Primary School, Wood Close, Cheshire St, London E2 6ET - 020 7739 1511
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Extracurricular Activities

We provide a range of activities to enhance the curriculum across the primary age range. These
are run before school, at lunchtimes and after school. Some before and after school clubs are
for specific year groups and only run for a set number of weeks.

All out of school hours clubs carry a charge. Please see the website for up to date information
on Club Charges. Children who sign up to join a club are expected to attend every session. We
also expect parents to support their children in attending i.e. please do not make appointments
or other arrangements which mean the children cannot attend a club. If the children are
attending a sports club they must have the appropriate kit and bring a bottle of water to each
session. To get an up to date list of the clubs, check the school website.

In addition to clubs, the school also offers a childcare service: William Davis Play , please see
the website for information on times and costs.

Sport

The school employs a qualified sports coach who runs clubs before and after school and at
lunchtime. He also takes class lessons in his specialist sports supported by the class teacher.The
school employs a gymnastics teacher to teach each year group; and has visiting coaches from
for example Middlesex Cricket Club to teach blocks of specialist sessions.

Swimming

The aim is for all children in KS2 to leave William Davis being able to swim at least 25 metres.
Children in Year 5 go swimming at Britannia for an intensive block of two weeks. Children travel
to and from the swimming baths by bus or they walk. Children make most progress when they
have had introductory swimming lessons out of school.

Instrumental lessons

We have bought into a service from Tower Hamlets Music Education Service (THAMES) which
provides recorder tuition in Year 4. The children have 30 minute or 45 minute lessons weekly in
groups. There will be small group saxophone and clarinet offered to talented/ interested pupils
in Yr 5 & 6. When a child shows a particular talent, they may be awarded 1-1 lessons with the
THAMES teacher. All children in Yr 6, if they achieve a grade 1 level, are invited to join the Tower
Hamlets Wind and Brass Day band or an equivalent.
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Gorsefield — Year 6

Children in Year 6 go on a residential trip to Gorsefield Education Centre in Stansted Essex. The
house that they stay in is set in 9 acres of beautiful land. The children have a fabulous time
engaged in exciting activities e.g. pond dipping, cycling, archery, shelter building and many
more. You can find out more on their website www.gorsefield.org.uk

There is a charge for this trip but, in order to help parents, the school only asks for a
contribution annually, the contribution is a fraction of the actual cost (£250).

The School Day
WD Start the Day Breakfast Club (8:00 - 8.45 am)

Children can arrive at school from 8.00 a.m. The session is charged; please see the website for
charges (8:00-8:30). Adults are employed by the school to supervise the children. We offer
beigels and cereal through the Magic Breakfast grant scheme. The children have the
opportunity to chat with friends, read books and play games with others. Breakfast Club is open
to all KS1 and 2 children. Reception children can join in the spring term.

Start of the school day (8.40)

Children in KS1 line up in the playground from 8:40 am or go directly to class ( EYFS/ KS2). This
gives children time to read and change their books in the classroom.

Registration (9am)

The class register is taken in class at 9.00 am. Children arriving at school at or after 9.00 am will
be marked late. The Headteacher or AWA will meet with parents if punctuality is a concern..

Home time (3.30pm)

Children in Nursery and Reception are collected from their classes at home time. Children in
Years 1 to 6 are taken down to the playground by their teacher to designated waiting areas.
The adult collecting must be known by the school; parents must phone in advance if they have
made alternative arrangements. Children in upper KS 2 can walk home if parents sign an
agreement.

After school provision for working parents

For parents who work and need after school child care they will be able to register for after
school childcare- WD Play. The play centre runs until 5:45 pm; costs are available on the
website. This is booked using the admin@ williamdavis.towerhamlets.sch.uk email address;
payment is received by Forida/ Bhumi in the office.

William Davis Primary School, Wood Close, Cheshire St, London E2 6ET - 020 7739 1511

Email: admin@williamdavis.towerhamlets.sch.uk
Updated December 2023


http://www.gorsefield.org.uk
mailto:admin@williamdavis.towerhamlets.sch.uk

W

William Davis Primary School &

N Primary g

To be the best you can be s

A typical day in EYFS,KS1 and KS2

Key Times Information
8:00 Breakfast Club
8:40 Children line up or go to class
9:00 Register
10.45- 11.00/ 11:00-11:15 KS1 and 2 morning break
11:45 Early Years Lunch time
12:15-1:15 KS1 Lunch Time
12:30-1:30 KS2 Lunch Time
2:15-2:30 KS1 afternoon break
3:30 Home time
3:40 Afterschool Club

What do you need to know when your child starts at William Davis
School Security

Children arrive and leave school via the playground gates; there is always a staff member on
this gate at the start and end of the day. If your child is late or to be collected early please enter
the school via the front gate.

If you are unable to collect your child at home time, please notify the school as soon as possible
leaving the name of the adult who will be collecting your child. If you have made arrangements
for another adult to collect your child, please ensure that the adult is known to staff at school.
Children in Nursery and Reception can only be collected by an adult whom parents have listed
when their child started school.

Please inform us immediately of any changes in your details i.e. mobile and landline numbers,
address, emergency contact details.
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Home/School Communication

Most general school messages are sent to parents by WhatsApp.

You will be sent a link to the newsletter on Fridays, this gives you current information and
reminders for the coming weeks; events that occurred during the past week; attendance figures
for each class; and important dates coming up. Newsletters are posted on the school website
on the day they are issued. The school website www.williamdavis.org.uk has information and
photos about past and future events as well as other important links.

Please phone if you have any general queries. It is more than likely that Forida (Admin), Bhumi
or Ridhwan ( Admin) will be able to help.

Talking to your child’s teacher

There may be times when you wish to talk to your child’s teacher. Parents of children in Nursery,
Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 usually meet their teacher in the mornings. This can be an
opportunity to speak to the teacher or teaching assistant. If the teacher recognises that he/she
is going to need longer than a few minutes to talk to you, or the matter is of a confidential
nature, they may ask to see you at a later time. If you wish to talk to your child’s teacher at the
end of the day when they are brought to the playtime. Please allow the teacher to ensure that
ALL children are safely with their parents before engaging them in a conversation.

Parents evenings take place in the autumn,spring and summer terms. You will be given an
appointment to speak to your child’s teacher formally twice a year about their progress in
school. Please ensure that you attend. Once a year parents will be invited to visit their child’s
classroom and look at their work. They won’t have a scheduled meeting with the teacher.

Talking to the head teacher

The head teacher is always available to listen to you. There are times when this can be an
informal chat. If you need to arrange a confidential meeting it has to be arranged in advance so
that it can be scheduled for a suitable time for both parties. If you wish to arrange a formal
meeting with the head teacher please phone to make an appointment.

Complaints

If you would like to make a complaint please ask the office staff for a Complaints Procedure or
download it from the school website.
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Attendance and punctuality

It is extremely important that your child is in school every day. Teachers and the teaching
assistants are in class every day from 8.40 am which is when children can come into class and
organise themselves before registration.

The registers are completed at 9.00 am in class. Children who arrive at school after 9.00am
registration receive a late mark and are given a yellow late card to take to class. This is a safety
measure so that the class teacher knows that staff in the office have recorded their attendance
and it will be registered in the event of a fire.

Being late disrupts the children’s learning as lessons begin promptly at 9.00a.m.

Registers are monitored on a weekly visit by the Attendance Welfare Officer. Unauthorised
absences and long periods of illness (unsupported by doctor’s letters) are investigated.

NO HOLIDAY LEAVE IS AUTHORISED DURING TERM TIME. THE SCHOOL OPERATES THE
NATIONAL PENALTY NOTICE SCHEME. A PENALTY NOTICE IS ISSUED AFTER A CHILD HAS HAD
THREE UNAUTHORISED DAYS ABSENCE IN TERM TIME. AT PRESENT THE FINE IS £60 PER CHILD
PER PARENT.

Sickness/Absence from school

If your child is sick and cannot attend school you must phone EVERY day. Please give the specific
reason why your child is not attending as this is recorded so that it can be checked by the
Attendance Welfare Officer.

Doctors and Dentist appointments should be made after school hours as much as possible.

If your child comes to school but is taken ill during the day we will phone you to come and pick
them up. It is therefore vital that we have the correct information regarding home phone
numbers, mobiles and emergency contact details.

Medicines

There may be an occasion when your child needs to take medicine in school. The school will
administer the medicine but only if it has been prescribed by a doctor and if the parent has
signed a permission form for us to do so. Parents and carers need to authorise the school to
administer the medicines in writing.

Asthma

If your child uses a pump please inform the school and bring in the relevant medicine, clearly
labelled with the child’s name. All children should have an individual Care Plan from the GP or
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Asthma Specialist Nurse AND an emergency Care Plan. All asthma pumps must be prescribed
for your child and be in date. Our aim is for all children to have two pumps accessible - one in
the school office and one in the classroom.

Accidents

If your child has an accident in school they will be seen and treated by a qualified first aider. If
your child has had a bump on their head they will also bring home a letter so you are informed
and can keep an eye on your child during the evening. In Nursery and Reception, if the children
hurt themselves, they will bring home a letter consisting of an image of a body with a mark
showing where they have hurt themselves. Please speak to a member of the team to find out
more details of the accident.

Home School Agreement

When your child starts at William Davis you will be asked to sign the Home School Agreement.
This outlines aspects of school life which we expect you to support.

Parental Involvement

The school runs a Toy Library on Tuesday mornings, a Parents Coffee Morning on Wednesday
mornings; we sign post parents to ESOL classes.

School Uniform ( see the website Uniform - WILLIAM DAVIS PRIMARY SCHOOL)
The school uniform is worn by all children:

Blue trousers

Blue skirt /pinafore dress

White polo shirt

Yellow sweatshirt/ cardigan with logo

Summer — yellow gingham dress

Trainers with good grip

P.E.

Shorts (must be above the knee)
T-shirt

Plimsolls/ trainers

Swimming - Y5

Swimming trunks (not shorts) or a swimming costume
Swimming hat
Towel
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Please label all items of school uniform. This can be done with a biro on the label of each item
of clothing.

NO jewellery can be worn for P.E. This includes all types of earrings. Earrings worn at other
times should be studs for safety reasons.

Footwear- children are expected to wear dark trainers or shoes with good grip. This is because
children are active during the day and need to move around the school and playground safely.

School Dinners
Children in Reception to Year 2 receive a school meal free of charge funded by the government.

Children in Years 3 — 6 receive a free school meal. This is funded by the Mayor of Tower
Hamlets.

It is vital that parents still register their eligibility for a free school meal as the school receives a
significant amount of funding based on these figures.

For those children paying- school dinners cost £2.30 per day. Payment should be made to Bhumi
on a Monday morning. Please have the correct money for payment. If you are receiving Income
Support or Jobseekers’ Allowance you are entitled to apply for ‘free school meals’. Forms can be
obtained from your local One Stop Shop. The school can not authorise free school meals until
confirmation has been received from the Benefits Office.

Our school dinners are cooked on site. The menu is planned so that the children receive a
balanced nutritional diet. Water and bread is provided at the meal table. Children are
encouraged to drink water and to eat salad and bread by our Lunchtime Ambassadors. Children
are encouraged to sit and talk with children on their table as we believe in the importance of
teaching children the importance of sociable mealtimes.

William Davis Primary School, Wood Close, Cheshire St, London E2 6ET - 020 7739 1511

Email: admin@williamdavis.towerhamlets.sch.uk
Updated December 2023


mailto:admin@williamdavis.towerhamlets.sch.uk

