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Here are stories from page 11 of First News. Read the stories, and then try the puzzle. To help you, we have
underlined the answers to the crossword puzzle clues in the stories – but you will need to match the correct
word with each clue!
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ANIMAL NEWS

“I HAVE felt isolated and lonely.”
The sad words of disabled teenager Emily
echo the ﬁndings of a study out this week, which
reported that disabled children’s friendships,
learning, communication, behaviour and health
have suﬀered during lockdown.
The survey of 4,074 parents by the Disabled
Children’s Partnership (DCP) found that threequarters of families have lost all their support during
lockdown. Parents, brothers and sisters have taken
on all care during the day and night, where needed.
The DCP says disabled children and their families
have been locked out and wants the Government
to make them a priority during the pandemic.
Many disabled children have complex health issues,
meaning they cannot return to school and need to
continue shielding from COVID-19 with their families.
Nearly half of parents say their disabled children’s
physical health has got worse and up to 80% are

battling with their mental health, too.
Amanda Batten from the DCP says: “As many
begin to emerge from lockdown, spare a thought
for those left in it.”
Emily, 16, told First News: “Although we are
highly aware of the challenges the Government is
facing during this deadly pandemic, this particular
part of society was already facing numerous cuts
in services. Sadly, the lockdown has only made
things worse. I have felt isolated and lonely. The
Government must take this as a serious matter and
we must all come together to make sure the voices
of carers are heard.”
We took Emily to meet the Education Secretary,
Gavin Williamson, at the end of last year. He said
that making more activities available to disabled
children would be a priority. This was promised
again by the Department for Education last week.

First News readership is 2,235,888. Source: Opinion Matters 2016. First News is the widest-read of all children’s publications audited in the UK. First News supports children’s charities – see page 21

IF you were asked to picture a
great white shark, you might
imagine its big fin poking above the
surface of the sea and terrifying
anyone nearby. In fact, these
fearsome predators spend a lot of
their time feeding on the seabed!
Experts in Australia have studied
the food in the stomachs of 40
young white sharks. They found
the remains of many fish that
only live on the sea floor. This
proves that the sharks spend a
lot more time feeding along the
seabed than previously thought.

ACROSS
4) Top; the uppermost part of (noun 7)
6) Something, such as a pill or liquid, used to make
you feel better if you are sick (noun 8)
7) Against the law (adverb 9)
8) Animals, such as sharks, that prey on (hunt
down and kill) their food (plural noun 9)
DOWN
1) Money that you owe (plural noun 5)
2) Beliefs or methods that have existed for a very
long time (adjective 11)
3) The organ in your body that breaks down food
(plural noun 8)
5) An urgent request for money (noun 6)

THE supermarket chain Iceland
has adopted every penguin
at Chester Zoo! The company
offered to help following an
appeal by the zoo, which was
at risk of closing down because
of the coronavirus. Without
any paying visitors, the zoo
was racking up huge debts. It
needs £1.5 million just to survive
each month. Thankfully, the
Government has now allowed
zoos to reopen to small numbers
of visitors.

One of five chicks that
hatched during lockdown
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CHINA has said that pangolin
scales are no longer on the list
of ingredients for traditional
Chinese medicine.
It has also raised the protection
level for pangolins to the highest
level. Both changes are fantastic
news for pangolins, which have
come very close to extinction.
As many as 200,000 pangolins
are killed illegally each year for
their scales and meat. Pangolins
are very unusual, ant-eating
mammals, covered in scales.
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