
History activity 1: Comprehension Questions                       

 

Watch the video and/or read the information about James Watt. 

Answer the questions below. 

1. Prior to steam engines, how were factories and mills powered? 

 

 

2. Watt did not invent the first the steam engine, but improved an existing one. What was the 

name of the inventor who designed the first ‘useful’ steam engine in the UK and when was this 

invented? 

 

 

3. How did a steam engine work?  

 

 

 

4. What raw material was needed in order to heat water and produce steam? How easy/hard 

was it to obtain this?   

 

 

5. What were steam engines used for? What did they power?  

 

 

 

6. Why did steam engines have such an enourmous impact as an invention?  

 

 

 

7. Steam engines disappeared from factories when electricity became a more   

convenient way of powering things. How is electricity generated today? Thinking about 

the planet and our environment, what are renewable sources of energy and why would it 

be better to explore these?  

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.explainthatstuff.com/electricity.html


History activity 2: Horsepower Calculations 

Read the information about horsepower below. Horsepower is still used to describe the power of 

vehicles and some machines (how much ‘work’ they can do. You will need a calculator to 

complete some of the activities below. (You can use the calculator on a mobile phone). 

 

 

 

Have a look around you house. Can you find out how much horsepower you vaccum cleaner 

(this would be in Watts), lawn mower or family’s car (or you favourite) has?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

          



History activity 3: Design a Coat of Arms 

Watch the videos and/or read the information about James watt. Find out as much as you can 

about him and his inventions. Design a new coat of arms to represent him and his achievements. 

 

       Design your coat of arms here: 

 

 


