History Activity 1: Reading Comprehension

Watch the videos and/or read the info sheet to answer the questions.

1. Before steam engines existed, how were factories and mills powered?

2. What was the name of the inventor who designed the first steam
engine in 16982 When was the second (more useful) one invented
and by whom?e

3. Who invented an even better steam engine — one that was used all
over England from early 1800 and had a big impact impact?2

5. What were steam engines used fore What did they power?e

Info sheefts (See full versions attached.)
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Invention of the Steam Engine (info sheet)

The steam engine was one of the most important inventions of the Industrial Reveolution
and perhaps one of the most important inventions in human history. Steam engines were
used in all serts of applications including factories, mines, locometives, and steamboats.

How does the steam engine work?

Steam engines use hot steam from beiling water to drive a piston (or pistons) back and
forth. The movement of the piston was then used to powsr a machine or turn a wheel. To
create the steam, most steam engines heated the water by burmning coal.

Why was it important?

The steam engine helped to powsr the Industrial Revolution. Before steam power, most
factories and mills were powered by water, wind, horse, or man. Water was a good
source of power, but foctories had to be located near a river. Both water and wind
power could be unreliable as sometimes rivers could dry up during a drought or freeze
during the winter and wind didn't abways blow.



History Activity 2: Timeline

Cut out the images of the steam engines. Sort and stick them on the timeline below in chronological order.
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