
History Activity 1: Reading Comprehension 

Watch the videos and/or read the info sheet to answer the questions.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Info sheets (See full versions attached.) 
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1. Before steam engines existed, how were factories and mills powered? 

 

 

 

2. What was the name of the inventor who designed the first steam 

engine in 1698? When was the second (more useful) one invented 

and by whom? 

 

 

3. Who invented an even better steam engine – one that was used all 

over England from early 1800 and had a big impact impact? 

 

 

5. What were steam engines used for? What did they power?  

 



History Activity 2: Timeline 

Cut out the images of the steam engines. Sort and stick them on the timeline below in chronological order.  

                                                                                           

           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 



 

 

 

H
is

to
ry

 a
c

ti
v

it
y

 3
: 

D
e

si
g

n
 a

 C
o

a
t 

o
f 

A
rm

s 

W
a

tc
h

 t
h

e
 v

id
e

o
s 

a
n

d
/o

r 
re

a
d

 t
h

e
 in

fo
rm

a
ti
o

n
 a

b
o

u
t 

Ja
m

e
s 

w
a

tt
. 

Fi
n

d
 o

u
t 

a
s 

m
u

c
h

 a
s 

y
o

u
 

c
a

n
 a

b
o

u
t 

h
im

 a
n

d
 h

is
 in

v
e

n
ti
o

n
s.

 D
e

si
g

n
 a

 n
e

w
 c

o
a

t 
o

f 
a

rm
s 

to
 r

e
p

re
se

n
t 

h
im

 a
n

d
 h

is
 

a
c

h
ie

v
e

m
e

n
ts

. 

 D
e

si
g

n
 y

o
u

r 
c

o
a

t 
o

f 
a

rm
s 

h
e

re
: 

 


