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Compare the two ways of producing cotton, and explain why the mill is so much more efficient, produces so much more cotton, and most importantly allows for cotton to be much cheaper. Answer the questions below.
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Cotton thread was the first product in the world to be mass produced in factories. Today we take it for granted, but raw fluffy cotton used to have to be
carded, spun, and woven by hand. This began to change in 1769 when a man named Richard Arkwright discovered how to use water to power cotton
spinning, so that a machine could make thread. He later used power from steam engines, and built factories across Britain. By 1830, steam engines were
being used to weave cotton thread into textiles. This was an industrial breakthrough, as cotton textiles could be produced quickly and cheaply.
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What were the
advantages of
spinning cotton ina
factory, using
machines?
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What do you think
happened to the
women who spun
cotton on their
spinning wheels?
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How was cotton spun
before the Industrial
Revolution?
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