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Youtube video, type in: ‘Benjamin Britten - Young Person's Guide to the Orchestra’

Can you describe what you see: 



What kind of sounds do you hear? Is the music loud? Is it going slowly?


How did the music make you feel?
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The percussion family

Is extremely cool - andis the largest family in the orchestral

Percussion instruments include any instrument that makes a sound when it is hit, shaken or
scraped. Some percussion instruments can sound different notes, like the xylophone or the
timpani. Others are untuned, with no definite pitch, like the bass drum, cymbals or the
triangle.
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It is not easy to be a percussionist because it takes a lot of practice to hit an instrument with
the right amount of strength, in the right place and at the right time!
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..and of course the conductor. Maestro!
This is the person who stands in front of the orchestra and helps everyone play at the same
time, at the right speed and knowing when to start their part. To do that, the conductor (or

maestro) has to study all the different parts of the instruments You can see them at the front
of the orchestra, reading from a big book and directing the orchestra with a baton
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Now that you know the families of instruments, you could colour in string instruments in
orange. woodwind instruments in ble, brass instruments in yelow and percussion
instruments ingreen!
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A guide to the orchestra

This week we will be learning about the orchestra, its music and its instruments.
We will also hear the story of Peter and the Wolf
s0..Here we go!

Listen to the music: htps//www.youtube.com/watch?v=pbVRn3q3ffw

This is a piece (a song) called The young person's guide to the orchestra and it is a great
way to showcase the different parts of an orchestra. It is going to help us learn more about
different musical instruments, how they lookand how they sound, so listen carefully!

« Canyou describe what you see?

« What kind of sounds do you hear? Is this music very loud? s it going very slowly?
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« Does this music sound happy? O sad? How does it make you feel?
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As you have seen and heard, an orchestra s a big group of people making music by playing
instruments together. There are alot of different instruments that play in many ways.

To know more about them, let's group them into families.

The string family

These instruments make sounds by playing strings . In the case of the instruments in the
orchestra, they use a bow to touch the strings, moving up and down, which makes and
those strings vibrate. That sound is naturally amplified by a wooden box.

String instruments come in a lot of different sizes! The smallest is the violinand the largest is

the double bass. Below are the instruments ordered by size - Remember, the biggest the
instrument, the lowest it will sound!
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Can you think of any other instruments that you use strings to make a sound? Think of
something that you have to pluck.. Here goes a clue: The guitar is one of them!
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The woodwind family

Woodwind instruments, as you can probably tell from the word, make their sound by using
air. The musician blows carefully onto them and moves their fingers to change the notes.
These instruments are made out of wood.
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But wait, the flute is made out of met
Itis true! Nowadays, most flutes are made out of metals such as silver and gold (very shiny,

isn'tit?), but before (when orchestras first started appearing) they were made out of wood.
...And the piccolo looks just like the flute.

That's because it is a tiny flute indeed! In fact, the word piccalo means ‘little’ in italian.

And did you know thatalthough the recorder does not usually play in the orchestra, but is
also a woodwind instrument?
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The brass family
Like woodwind instruments, to make a sound on an instrument from the brass family, the
musicians have to blow air onto them. These are usually long tubes of brass (a type of metal)
that have been bent many many times so that musicians could hold them and play them.
When you press down on valves, you can get different notes.
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Brass instruments are usually quite loud and majestic. You can hear brass instruments in the
orchestra and also in marching bands and fanfares.




