
Today we will be...
Using oils to create animal portraits. 

Giuseppe Arcimboldo
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What do all these paintings 
have in common? 

Earth Water Air The Cook
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Arcimboldo used animals in all of these 
paintings. Can you name any of the animals?

Earth Water Air The Cook
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monkey

horse

elephant

wolf

cow

ram skin
lion skin

hare
How many 
of these 

animals did 
you spot?

Earth
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ray

shark

seal

octopus

turtlecrab

prawn

Water
seahorse

lobster

How many 
of these 

animals did 
you spot?
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owl chicken

pheasant

eagle

parrot

turkey

Air
duck

peacock

How many 
of these 

animals did 
you spot?
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The 
Cook This painting is 

called The Cook. 
Can you spot the 
cook’s face in this 
plate of roasted 

meats? 
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Arcimboldo hid the face in this 
portrait. To spot the cook you need to 

turn the picture upside down! 
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Arcimboldo used oil paints when painting all his portraits. 
Oil paints are thicker than other paints. They take longer 

to dry than poster paints. 

Earth Water Air The Cook
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Then decide one thing that could 
be improved. This is your wish. 

Look at your peers’ work and find 
two things that have worked well. 

These are the stars!
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