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Composite classes at William Davis Primary School

Dear Parents/Carers,

We are writing to inform you of some important changes that will be implemented at William
Davis from September 2025.

As you may be aware, the declining number of pupils in London and Tower Hamlets is
presenting significant financial challenges for schools. The funding for schools is based on pupil
numbers, so the fewer pupils a school has, the less funding it receives.

At William Davis our numbers have fallen significantly over the last few years and consequently
we need to make some changes to ensure we are able to maintain our high standards of
education and continue providing an excellent learning experience for all our pupils.

School leaders have worked with a financial advisor from the Department for Education, a
school improvement advisor and governors to explore various solutions in order to address
these challenges. After careful consideration, we have decided that we will introduce
composite classes next year.

Wh I m i | ?

A composite class is a classroom grouping that combines pupils from different year groups.
This means that instead of having a single year group in a classroom, the class will include
pupils from two consecutive year groups.

From September instead of single year groups in Key Stage 2 we will have the following
composite classes: Year 3/4, Y4/5 and Y5/6.

Composite classes are a common solution to challenges related to school size, enrolment, and
resource availability, particularly in small-school settings. There are several other local small
schools that have successfully introduced composite classes, and we have been talking to these
schools as part of our decision- making.

Why have w i nly implemen m i | in KS2?

Evidence from the Education Endowment Foundation suggests that smaller class sizes benefit
younger children the most. As such, we have made the strategic decision to maintain small
class sizes in Years 1 and 2 for next year, ensuring our younger pupils develop strong
foundational learning skills in reading, writing, and mathematics.
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Benefits of com i |

We believe that composite classes can offer several benefits for our pupils. Pupils can learn
from each other, with older students potentially reinforcing their own understanding by helping
younger ones, and younger students gaining from the knowledge and experience of their
peers. Research suggests that composite classes can actually boost pupil attainment,
potentially exceeding the benefits of smaller class sizes.

Furthermore, composite classes can create a greater sense of co-operation between pupils and

provide opportunities to work with a wider circle of peers and build friendships from across
different year groups.

How will we decide which classes children join next year?

In order to ensure balanced classes, we will consider the following factors when we organise
the children into their new classes:

- boys and girls
- Special Educational Needs
- friendships
Children will not be grouped according to ability.

How will we ensure that the correct curriculum content is taught to pupils in different year
groups?

This is not as complicated as it may seem. The only National Curriculum subjects that are
organised by year groups in KS2 are maths and science. English is arranged in phase groups
(two year groups together) and the majority of the subjects in the National Curriculum are
arranged in Key Stages - meaning that there is no set year group curriculum - the content can
be taught in any year group from Y3-6.

Teachers are already very skilled at adapting their teaching to meet a wide range of needs
within their classes- with children working beyond their year group and others working below in
each of our current classes.

With careful planning and tracking we will ensure that all children receive their full curriculum
entitlement as they move throughout KS2.

Mathematics will continue to be taught in single year groups as a daily lesson, ensuring that all
pupils receive the necessary support and challenge in this core subject.

We will also adapt our curriculum to allow more time for PSHE learning, so that new classes can
get to know each other and build strong relationships.
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How will we prepare the children for this change?

After half term we will talk to the children about the changes and will ask them to tell us the
names of some children they would like to be with in their new classes. We will take this into
consideration when planning the new class groups.

We will present the changes to the children as an exciting change and a chance to make new
friends. We will listen to their questions and concerns.

We understand that this news may be unsettling, and we want to assure you that the school
remains committed to delivering an exceptional standard of education. Our dedicated team of
staff will work hard to ensure a seamless transition and to maintain the vibrant, nurturing
environment that is the hallmark of William Davis.

Please be assured that we value your continued support and trust. Should you have any
guestions or concerns, we encourage you to reach out. Charlotte and Siobhan will run some
group information sessions next half term to give you further information about the new
composite classes and answer your questions. Please give your name to the office if you would
like to join one of these sessions.

You can also contact either of us via the admin email address: admin@williamdavis.org.uk or by
speaking to the admin staff in the school office.

Yours sincerely,

Chris Smith (Chair of Governors)

Charlotte Barrington (Interim Headteacher)
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